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Ia Aptarashvili
Psychological factors of studying Georgian as a second language in schools
ABSTRACT

The goal of the presented research is to study psychological factors that influence Georgian
as a second language acquisition in formal educational settings that might be accompanied
with informal context. The theoretical background of the research is based on Muller
social-cognitive model (1997). According to the research hypotheses, the questionnaire was
designed for students and teachers. The research was conducted in Thilisi public schools,
where Georgian is a second language. 140 students and 12 teachers participated in the
research. Students' level of knowledge was measured by their academic grades in the
second language (Georgian language) and by their teachers' assessments. Results revealed
some main factors that influence success in second language acquisition: integration,
motivation, instrumental motivation, language skills self-esteem and student's school self-
concept.
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Irina Bagauri
Immersion Bilingual Education — The Response to Global Education
Philosophy’s Challenges

ABSTRACT

The present article aims to introduce the readers to,, Immersion’’ bilingual education,
which represents the ,,strong’’ and maintenance program of bilingual education. The
introduction describes the historical background of ,,immersion’’, as a program of
bilingual education. The main focus is made on Canadian Immersion, because
»Immersion’’ originated in Canada. In the next part of the article the problem areas
of French immersion programs are discussed. It gives an overview of the framework
for appropriate pedagogy in Immersion programs. The final part of the article
presents the advantages of Immersion programs and analyses the perspectives of the
implementation of this program in Georgia.
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Mzia Tsereteli
Psychological characteristics of ethnic group relations in Tsalka region
The article is based on the materials of the research conducted in this region

by Rustaveli Foundation
(project "ethnic security aspects in polytechnic society')

ABSTRACT

The presented article describes psycho-social and cultural climate characteristics of the
population of Tsalka region, as well as ethnic group relation specifics and their influence on
the official language acquisition. Research is conducted by the interview method. The
results revealed some main factors that interfere with the process of social integration of
ethnic groups. One of the most important among those factors is the absence of common
communicative language: Georgian language is the official language only formally, since
the considerable amount of inhabitants speaks only their mother tongue. The given psycho-
social climate is an obstacle for learning Georgian language.
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Georgia Minority Education Reform: from local initiatives towards state
planed minority education reform.

ABSTRACT

Since 2004, several local and international organizations have been addressing the issues of
language policy and multilingual education in Georgia. Their project results along with the
experience of local initiatives proved that multiform bilingual models had worked
successfully according to the local resources and socio cultural environment. Therefore, it
was recommended to integrate the multilingual education as an effective method for the
language acquisition and civic integration nationwide. In 2008, with the financial support
of the OSCE/High Commissioner on National Minorities the policy paper “National
minorities’ integration through multilingual education” and the implementation plan was
developed for 2009-2014. Based on the plan, the Ministry of Education and Science of
Georgia started a multilingual instruction support program. In the framework of the
program several multilingual education program options have been developed and
proposed to schools for selection and implementation. The Regulations on school
multilingual education programmes has been developed and approved by MoES of Georgia.
The support programme also includes a comprehensive capacity building plan to raise
national expertise in multilingual education.

The aim of the article is to present the developed multilingual education programmes, to
share initial implementation strains and raise discussion on the potentialities of educational
community’s support to multilingual education reform in Georgia.
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Ana Babluani
Teaching Azerbaijanians how to use preposition — “from” - gan (dan)

ABSTRACT

Unlike Georgian preposition -“from” - gan (dan) “outgoing” cases have more functions.
When translating from Azerbaijani into Georgian and vice-versa where preposition -dan, don
and Georgian preposition —gan(dan) is used mixing usually occurs. In accordance with
analysis of the illustrative material, we can conclude that only one case when a preposition -
from in prepositional case agrees with Azerbaijani -dan as a result of assimilation and sound
loss. So if a word with preposition “from” is asked: where ... from? From which? Since
when? That is the expression of place and time, then these would be translated into Georgian
directly and preposition -dan carrying unchangeably: gayitardan — from train; maktab don —
from school; sohar don — from morning; birincigiindon — from Monday. But when -dan, don
express material, belonging, cause and subject with questions: kimdon? From whom; nadon?
which... from? Georgian preposition - gan (from) would be used in instrumental case:
Ninodan getmek - go away from Nino; Agacdan diizaltmis - made from wood; Soyuqdan
titromis - shiver with cold. We think that -dan, don requires a particular analysis for
translation from Azerbajani into Georgian and vice-versa in order to avoid carrying this
preposition -dan automatically.



